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Medicine Bow Trail (#965)           
Canyon Lakes Ranger District 
Arapaho & Roosevelt National Forests 
2150 Centre Ave., Bldg. E, Ft. Collins, CO 80526 
www.fs.usda.gov/goto/arp/clrdrecreation     (970) 295-6700     
 
Wilderness:  Rawah 
 
One-way Length:  15.3 miles 
 
Beginning Elevation:  8,400 feet 
 
Peak Elevation:  11,200 feet 

 
Difficulty Rating:  strenuous 
 
Use:  light (except all hunting seasons) 
 
Quadrangle Maps:  Rawah Lakes, 
Glendevey, and Shipman Mountain

 

 
Access:  Travel 11 miles northwest of Fort Collins on U.S. Highway 287 to Colorado Highway 
14.  Turn left on CO 14, and travel 52 miles to County Road 103, Laramie River Road.  Turn 
right and travel north about 16 miles to County Road 80C, Glendevey Road.  Turn left and travel 
about 3 miles to the Link and McIntyre trailhead parking on the left just north of the Browns Park 
Campground and across the creek. 
 
Trail Information:  The Medicine Bow Trail can be accessed via three different trails from the 
Link-McIntyre Trailhead.  The southern access is 7 miles via the Link Trail #963.  It can also be 
accessed by taking the McIntyre Trail #966 4.5 miles to Housmer Park then traveling 3.9 miles 
along the McIntyre Creek Trail #996; or by following the McIntyre Trail #966 for 9.2 miles until it 
meets the Medicine Bow Trail #965 at Ute Pass.  The 15.3 mile trail follows the Medicine Bow 
Divide north to the boundary of the Rawah Wilderness.  The 11 miles between Ute Pass and the 
Link Trail is the most commonly used section.  The trail may be hard to follow on some sections.  
It periodically offers panoramic views of North Park to the west, the Laramie River Valley to the 
east, Wyoming to the north, and Rocky Mountain National Park to the south.  Outside of hunting 
season the usage of this trail is light. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

General Wilderness Regulations 
o Dogs must be on a hand held leash 
o No motorized or mechanized equipment 
o Camps, campfires, and stock, where allowed, at least 200 feet from water and trails 
o Group size limited to 12 people or stock animals 
o Certified weed-free hay is required for stock 

Alpine Closure 
o Fires are prohibited above 10,800’ (tree line) 


